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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Introduction 
Designated in 1973, the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District preserved the world’s largest 
concentration of Victorian full and partial cast-iron-fronted facades in the world.  Spurred 
by the work of the indefatigable Margot Gayle, the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District 
protected not only the area’s cast-iron architecture, but also many outstanding masonry 
buildings.  Over thirty years after designation, many of the cast-iron-fronted and masonry 
buildings in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District have been carefully restored, and the 
district is today one of New York City’s most architecturally renowned neighborhoods.   
 
While the designation of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District ensured the protection of 
26 blocks of nineteenth-century commercial and industrial structures, many similar and 
landmark-worthy buildings are situated just outside of the district’s boundaries.  Indeed, 
the boundaries of the designated historic district do not reflect either the full complement 
of distinctive cast-iron-fronted buildings or the natural borders of the nineteenth-century 
commercial district that gave rise to this and other characteristic architecture.  Not 
included within the historic district are the west side of West Broadway, the east side of 
Crosby Street, and portions of Howard, Broome, and Grand Streets east of Crosby Street.  
These areas are included in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District as listed on the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places, but today remain unprotected under the New York 
City Landmarks Law.  The buildings along these outside edges of the historic district 
share similar architectural styles, materials, dates of construction, and integrity as the 
those within the historic district, and should be designated as an expansion to the SoHo-
Cast Iron Historic District.   
 
The Survey of the Boundaries of the Historic District  
Ever since the designation of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, Margot Gayle, one of 
the founding members of the Victorian Society in America, has been concerned about the 
future of the cast-iron-fronted buildings that were excluded from the district’s boundaries.  
About a year ago, she asked the Preservation Committee of the Victorian Society’s 
Metropolitan Chapter to survey the cast-iron-fronted buildings on the periphery of the 
historic district.  Through this examination, the Committee discovered that the 
undesignated edges of SoHo contain many outstanding and landmark-worthy masonry 
buildings in addition to its cast-iron-fronted buildings.  Therefore, the Committee decided 
to undertake a comprehensive survey of the unprotected buildings of SoHo to see how the 
historic district could and should be expanded to better reflect and protect the entirety of 
this historic commercial neighborhood.  
 
The Proposed Expansion 
The Committee’s complete survey of the unprotected buildings on the outside edges of 
the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District (included in this submission) proves that the historic 
district’s boundaries are indeed arbitrary and the buildings on the district’s eastern and 
western edges are worthy of inclusion in an expanded historic district.  After careful 
analysis, the Committee determined that the district should be expanded to the west to 
include the west side of West Broadway from south of Broome Street (362 West 
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Broadway being the southern-most building) to the south side of West Houston Street.  
To the east, the Committee recommends that the district be expanded to include all the 
buildings along the east side of Crosby Street from where the street begins at Howard 
Street to south of Spring Street (61-63 Crosby Street being the northern-most building).  
The expansion to the east should also include the buildings on the south side of Howard 
Street from where the street begins at Broadway to just east of Lafayette Street (15 
Howard Street being the eastern-most building).  In addition, the boundary to the east 
should take in 22-26 Howard Street on the north side of the street; 424-426 Broadway; 
135 and 137 Grand Street; 419-421 and 423 Broome Street on the south side of the street; 
and 416-422, 424, and 426 Broome Street on the north side of the street.  (See map for 
more details.)  In total, the proposed SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District Expansion includes 
72 buildings (nine of which are cast-iron-fronted) and one vacant lot.   
 
The Importance of Broader Boundaries for the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District 
As a matter of principle, historic districts should include both sides of a street. (Except in 
those extreme cases like Houston Street and Canal Street where the streets are unusually 
wide and clearly divide two distinct neighborhoods.)  Both West Broadway and Crosby 
Street are relatively narrow and have a similar character on either side of the street.  Only 
including one side of the street for West Broadway and Crosby Street – especially when 
both sides of these streets contain buildings of the same period, materials, quality, and 
architectural style – destroys the inherent cohesiveness of the area.  With development 
regulated within the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, it is those buildings on the outside 
edges that are most at risk for inappropriate redevelopment.  It is fortunate that over thirty 
years after the designation of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, the areas that should 
have originally been included within the boundaries of the district, but which were 
excluded, still retain much architectural integrity.  These areas still closely relate to the 
historic district, but there is no guarantee that this existing cohesiveness will last for long.  
Only by expanding the boundaries of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District can the 
entirety of this unique and important neighborhood be preserved.  
 
Similarities of the Buildings on the Historic District’s Edges to Those within the District 
The commonalities of commercial history, building types, architectural styles, architects, 
and owners justify the inclusion of the buildings on the now-excluded periphery in an 
expanded historic district.  Like the buildings in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, the 
buildings in the proposed expansion were built primarily in the post-Civil War period as 
functional store-and-loft and warehouse buildings.  For instance, the building at 22-26 
Howard Street was built in 1864-65 by architect Detlef Lienau as a warehouse for the 
company Noel & Saurel, manufacturers of French and Belgium plate glass.  Along the 
western edge of the district, architect Robert Mook’s 1870-71 store-and-loft building at 
418-420 West Broadway was used by a company manufacturing and storing fruit syrups.  
Nearby, architects D. & J. Jardine’s 1880-81 store-and-loft building at 474-478 West 
Broadway was used as a warehouse, sales office, and shipping center for a paper 
company.   
 
The buildings outside the historic district’s western and eastern boundaries also share the 
same architectural characteristics, quality, and styles as those buildings within the district.  
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In fact, in one instance, a building excluded from designation, 29 Howard Street, is 
identical to another building, 34 Howard Street, located just across the street and within 
the designated historic district.  Both buildings were built in 1868 to the design of 
Renwick & Sands for owner Edward Mathews.  The other buildings within the proposed 
expansion include both wonderful cast-iron-fronted buildings, such as D. & J. Jardine’s 
28 Howard Street (1872) and John H. Whitenack’s 392-394 West Broadway (1872-73), 
and extraordinary masonry buildings, like Oscar Searle’s 468-472 West Broadway (1883) 
and Samuel A. Warner’s 428-432 Broadway (1889).  Architectural styles, ranging from 
French Second Empire to Romanesque Revival and Italianate, are found both within and 
along the outside edges of the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District.   
 
Moreover, the buildings both inside and outside the district along West Broadway and 
Crosby Street share many major late-nineteenth-century commercial architects.  For 
instance, Robert Mook designed seven buildings along West Broadway for wealthy SoHo 
real estate owner Amos R. Eno.  These include the cast-iron-fronted buildings at 427 and 
429 West Broadway (1872), the marble-fronted 431 West Broadway (1872), and the 
brick with stone trim building at 411 West Broadway (1888), all on the east side of the 
street within the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District.  On the western side of West 
Broadway, outside of the historic district and just across the street from the 
aforementioned designated buildings, Mook designed two masonry buildings at 418-420 
West Broadway (1870-71) and 426-428 West Broadway (1883-84).  One block to the 
south, Mook’s cast-iron-fronted 386-388 West Broadway (1870-71) rivals the 
outstanding buildings located within the historic district.   
 
Architects D. & J. Jardine, who were known for their creative designs, particularly in cast 
iron, also designed many buildings in the historic district as well as in the proposed 
extension.  Their designated SoHo buildings include the marble-fronted 540 Broadway 
(1867), which runs through the block with a façade on the west side of Crosby Street; the 
stone building at 458 Broome Street (1867); the cast-iron-fronted building at 212 Mercer 
Street (1879); 99 Spring Street, a brick building with an iron storefront (1871); and two 
brick buildings at 108-110 and 112-114 Wooster Street (1889), both built for Amos R. 
Eno.  Their two buildings on the outside edges of the SoHo historic district include the 
cast-iron-fronted building on the northeast corner of Howard and Crosby Streets (28 
Howard Street, 1872).  This is a particularly striking design, as significant as their other 
buildings within the historic district.  Likewise, D. & J. Jardine’s building at 423 Broome 
Street (1883-84) is an outstanding and remarkably intact brick and terra cotta store-and-
loft building. 
 
Detlef Lienau, one of mid-nineteenth-century New York’s most preeminent architects 
and one of the founders of the American Institute of Architects, designed only one 
building within the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District – the brick, stone, and iron building 
at 129-131 Greene Street.  Research into the buildings on the district’s edges uncovered 
that Lienau also designed 22-26 Howard Street, an L-shaped masonry building with 
facades on both Howard and Crosby Streets.  This design by Lienau has been described 
as having elements of French rationalism and Neo-Grec, and is incredibly pioneering for 
its early date, 1864-65.  Therefore the building is one of the most significant in the area. 
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Other major nineteenth-century commercial architects who designed buildings both 
inside the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District and in the proposed extension include Samuel 
A. Warner, Renwick & Sands, George F. Pelham, Louis Korn, Isaac F. Duckworth, 
Griffith Thomas, and John B. Snook, among others.   

 
Conclusion 
Whatever the reasons for the exclusion of the west side of West Broadway, the east side 
of Crosby Street, and the eastern portions of Howard, Grand, and Broome Streets, there is 
no doubt that these streetscapes are integral parts of the historic SoHo neighborhood, and 
should be part of the historic district.  The buildings within the proposed extension are 
just as significant as those within the district.  Moreover, even without the protection of 
the New York City Landmarks Law, most of the buildings’ significant architectural 
features still remain amazingly intact.  However, without an expanded SoHo-Cast Iron 
Historic District, there is no way to guarantee that these remarkable buildings will remain 
in the good condition they are today.  The time has come for the boundaries of the SoHo-
Cast Iron Historic District to encompass the entire historic neighborhood, incorporating 
the highly important masonry and cast-iron-fronted buildings on the historic district’s 
edges. 
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